Department of Communication 

2008 Commencement Ceremony 

Procedures and FAQs

Get ready for a great graduation!  Here are the basics.

What are the time and place of the Department of Communication’s graduation ceremony?

Our graduation ceremony is from Saturday, May 10, 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. in the Squires Commonwealth Ballroom.  All graduates need to line up at 11:00 (see below).

Doors will open to the public at 10:45 a.m., following Veterinary Medicine's graduation from 9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

What will my diploma say?

Your degree is a Bachelor of Arts in Communication.  Your college is Liberal Arts and Human Sciences.

What are the various honors and distinctions?

Your distinction is based on Fall 2007 grades for May 2008 graduation, unless you request with the Registrar's Office consider your Spring 2007 grades.  We cannot make this request for you.  Go to the registrar’s office in the Student Services Building.

Distinction is based upon VT grades only.

GPA 3.8 or greater:    Summa Cum Laude

GPA 3.6-3.79999:      Magna Cum Laude

GPA 3.4-3.59999:      Cum Laude 

In addition, students in various honorary societies may be given a ribbon or sash to wear.  Please check with your honorary for that information.

Who is our department’s graduation speaker?

TBA

 

Will a videotape or photographs be made?

The Department does not plan to make a videotape of our ceremony. A professional photographer will be available to take individual pictures. 

Do I need tickets for the Department’s ceremony?

No tickets are necessary, as the Squires Commonwealth Ballroom seats around 1,000.  We will pack it to the brim.

What should you do prior to graduation--

1.  Complete the Senior Survey.

We will send you a link in mid-April asking you to fill out the senior survey.  This data is gathered by the Office of Assessment at Virginia Tech and is used to improve our performance.  We’d appreciate your participation. 

2. Get your cap, gown, and tassel.

You should go to the University Bookstore to purchase your cap and gown.  You must wear a cap and gown in order to participate in the department’s ceremony.  You are to wear a WHITE tassel.  The university rules indicate you may have only one "accoutrement" (sash, cord, or other festive bling) in your apparel.  

3. Pay all of your bills (unpaid parking fines, library fines, etc.)  If you fail to pay, you will not receive your diploma at graduation.  

4.  Join us at the Senior Send-Off reception on Thursday, May 8, 10:30 to 12 p.m., in Shanks Hall Atrium.  We will have brunch food (ham biscuits and such) and will celebrate the accomplishments of the class of 2008.  Attire is casual; you can go from our reception straight to the Senior Celebration downtown.  Awards will be presented at 11:00, and we’re planning some memory-making activities!

5. If your name tends to be mispronounced, see Dr. Beth Waggenspack in 147 Shanks no later than May 9 so your entire name will be pronounced correctly.  If you don’t want your entire name spoken, let her know that.  You can also leave a message with your full name pronunciation at 231-7625. 

Your name is important, and Dr. W wants to get it right. 

6. Come by Shanks 154 (Kim's Office) and fill out a photographer identification card.  We will hand this back to you in line at our ceremony.  It's how the photographer matches your picture to your name and address.  

7. Make arrangements for accommodations.  If you or your guests need special accommodations for the ceremony, contact the Dean of Students office.

On the day of the ceremony . . . 

1. Immediately before you line up at 11:00, go to the bathroom!  Just like a family trip, once the lineup begins, there’s no stopping and you will not be allowed to leave the line.

2. Graduates should line up in the hallway on the library side of the Commonwealth Ballroom NO LATER THAN 11:00 A.M.  You will be placed in alphabetical order.  If you miss the final roll call at 11:10, you will not be permitted to march in the procession or to participate in getting your diploma by walking across stage.

3. Families will be allowed into the Commonwealth Ballroom beginning at 10:45.  Vet Medicine has the Ballroom until 10:15 A.M.  

 What happens during the ceremony?

1. At 11:00 AM, you will be lined up alphabetically in the hallway on the library side of the Ballroom. Once lined up, DO NOT LEAVE THE LINE.  When the music starts, the faculty will begin the processional; you follow the faculty.  Student marshals will lead you to your seats, where you should stay in alphabetical order.

2.  Following the commencement speech, the marshals will lead you up row by row for the diploma presentation.  

3.  You will hand your photo card to Kim.  

4. When your name is called, begin walking across the stage.  Don’t start walking until you hear your name.  You’ve worked hard for this moment:  Enjoy it!

5. When you receive your diploma, take it with your left hand and shake the presenter’s right hand with your right hand.  You might want to practice this with a friend so you will look suave and debonair when you do it for real.

6.  After you receive your diploma and leave the stage, walk around the back of the seating area and QUIETLY RETURN TO YOUR SEAT.  Please do not go out in the crowd to look for your relatives. Those who follow you deserve as much courtesy as the people at the beginning, so stay quiet until all have received diplomas and returned to their seats.

7. Your diploma will be in an envelope; please do not open the envelope until after the ceremony in order to avoid noise and confusion.  Those meeting graduation requirements at the end of summer will receive an empty envelope. If you don’t get a diploma but you are expecting one, there should be a letter inside the envelope explaining your problem (unpaid bills, F on a tentative grade, etc.  The letter will give you instructions on what to do next.)  Dr. Holloway and Kim Dodson will be available in the hallway immediately after graduation to assist.

8. After the concluding remarks, the recessional will begin.  The faculty will march out first.  Student marshals will guide you row by row as you follow them out the door and into the second floor hallway.  Your family and guests are to stay inside until the recessional is complete.

9.  Please remember that everyone has family and friends who are really proud at this moment.  Some have made a special effort to attend your graduation.  Some have paid big bucks for your education.  The faculty bask in your accomplishments.  The best thanks you can give everyone is to be dignified and to behave in a manner that will continue that pride.

Special Note:  We know you can't control your families.  HOWEVER, please strongly dissuade anyone attending graduation with you from bringing an air horn or similar loud noise device into Commonwealth Ballroom. If someone sets off anything really loud in those tight quarters, it not only scares the people seated nearby, but it's also really, really painful if it's at all close to someone's ears.  

After the ceremony . . . 

1. We suggest that you arrange for a meeting place downstairs or outside of Squires following the ceremony.  The hallways get very crowded, because several graduations usually end at the same time on the second floor.

2.  We'll ask the faculty to come to the Mall/Torg bridge side of the building for hugs and pictures.  If the weather is bad, we'll do the best we can inside.  

2. The Political Science Department’s ceremony follows immediately after ours; we must be out by 12:45. If you want to take photos in the Ballroom, that will be OK, but you’ll need to move to the public area as quickly as possible.

3.  If you have any questions about the ceremony, contact Dr. Holloway (rhollowa@vt.edu) or Mrs. Kim Garnand Dodson (kimberlydodson@vt.edu, 231-7942)

 
