
International Perspectives on Communication 
Education Abroad – Department of Communication 

 
Summer I 2008 

May 23-June 5--Study in Riva San Vitale, Switzerland 
June 9-June 27 -- Completion of course work online 

 
 Join us for this opportunity to study in the heart of Europe.  As you consider topics in two 
or three COMM courses, you can examine differences across cultures with only a short drive, 
bus ride or train trip to another country!  Find Riva on a map, and you’ll realize how many 
wonderful options we’ll have to learn and explore.  This opportunity is designed for students 
who are unable to spend a whole semester abroad, but who are interested in the European 
experience.  Students may want to plan independent or group travel before or after our two 
weeks in Switzerland; we’ll be discussing these possibilities during the spring. 

The description below provides the highlights of the experience.  Please contact Mr. Dale 
Jenkins (dajenki2@vt.edu) or Dr. Marlene Preston (mpreston@vt.edu) for further information.  
We will hold an information session late in September.  (After September 17, see the Department 
of Communication website for details of that meeting and for updates about the program: 
www.comm.vt.edu.) 
 
Course structure 
• Spring 2007 – 1 credit “Education Abroad” – Prepare for travel and build some basic skills in 

the courses you’ll be taking during Summer I.  We’ll meet one hour per week (time to be 
determined by participants) to consider travel arrangements, apply for scholarships, make 
decisions about sites that individuals or groups would like to visit, create individual budgets 
for discretionary spending, and address some of the basic course materials we’ll need for the 
summer work.   

• Summer I (May 23- June 5)– Enroll for a minimum of two courses.  We’ll offer three of the 
following courses, depending on demand: Interpersonal Communication, Magazine Writing, 
International Communication, or Multicultural Communication.  (If we have an 
overwhelming number of qualified applicants, we may be able to add a third faculty member 
and offer more course options, such as Photojournalism, International Cinema, or 
Documentary Film.)  We will work on course materials for four days each week in Riva with 
opportunities for travel and on-site application of course content each weekend. 

• Summer I (June 9- June 27) – The courses will be completed online after we return to the 
states.  We will hold no other class meetings on campus during that time. 

 
Deadlines: Application-Notification-Payments – Because this trip is designed as a "first" study 
abroad experience, preference will be given to juniors and sophomores whose academic 
performance has been commendable.  One faculty recommendation will be required. 
• Application form available   Sept. 17 at http://www.educationabroad.vt.edu/ 
• Application deadline    October 9, 2007, 5pm 
• Review of applications   Oct. 10-Oct. 31 
• Notification of provisional acceptance  November 1 (at the latest) 
• $500 deposit due      November 15 
• Program fees due    February 15, 2008 (half) and March 15 (half)  



Accommodations 
• Virginia Tech’s Center for European Studies and Architecture (CESA) 
• Meals provided – 3 per day (Box lunch available for days you choose to travel off-site) 
• More info: http://www.oired.vt.edu/cesa/index.htm 
 
Costs 
 Participants on this trip will have great discretion about the cost of this experience.  
We’ve projected minimal costs here – based on current market standards and the participation of 
at least 20 students.   
 
1. Costs for all 
Participants 

 2. Options/ 
Personal pricing 

  

Tuition 2 classes $1169 (in-state) 
$3219 (out of 
state) -- 20% 
reduction  

Tuition – 3rd class? $779 (in state) 
$2009 (out of 
state) -- 20% 
reduction 

 

Books 2 classes $150 (approx) Book--3rd class--$75 (approx) $75 (approx)  
Program fees, 
including room and 
board (14 nights, 
CESA) 

$1800 (approx) Round-trip plane fare (student 
rates? Frequent flyer miles?) 

$600-1000?  

  Individual travel, sightseeing, 
shopping* 

 
_________ 
 

 

1. Subtotal $3119 (in state) 
$5169 (out of 
state) 
 

2. Subtotal  
_________ 

 

   Total 1 + 2:  
*Individual options could include travel from the Milan airport to Riva (or from another airport, determined by 
individual travel plans), transportation to nearby cities, lodging in those cities as necessary, passport, health 
insurance, and/or extended stay in Europe before or after our work together.   
 
 
 


